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4.2.7 Segment F (Bypass Alternatives North of 

Miami/Globe):   
In the vicinity of the Towns of Miami and Globe, the US 60 Initial 
Feasibility Study evaluated only routes that were located south of the 
these Towns.  Since a substantial amount of traffic uses US 60 to access 
Roosevelt Lake via SR 188, the Tonto National Forest had asked that 
this study consider extending SR 188 south from its current terminus 
with US 60 to a new intersection with the identified alternatives in 
Segment D. This new connection would require construction through 
developed residential areas and impact environmentally sensitive 
features of Russell Gulch, so this connection was abandoned.  Access to 
SR 188 from the current alternatives being considered will remain via 
existing US 60, which intersects the new alternatives approximately 4 
miles west of Miami and approximately 2 miles east of Globe. 
 
As a follow-up, the Forest Service requested that a new alternative be 
considered, one that would relocate US 60 to the north of the 
Miami/Globe area and would connect to SR 188 north of the existing 
intersection. If found, this would be a more direct route for travelers 
destined for Roosevelt Lake and the Rim country of Payson via SR 188 / 
SR 87.  Segment F was thereby added to this study to determine if there 
are viable alternatives for US 60 north of the Towns of Miami and 
Globe. 
 
Early in the scoping process of the Feasibility Study, alternative routes 
were considered north of Miami and Globe. It was given a cursory 
review as most participants in the public and agency scoping meetings 
felt going north of the mining operations was not reasonable. The 
primary constraints for developing an alternative to the north are: 
 
 Mines:  The Miami/Globe area is the site of extensive mining 

operations.  There are many large tailing piles, tailing ponds, open 
pit mines, concentrators, and other mining facilities in the area.  
Most of the large operations are located north of the towns and are 
on private property.  There are also numerous mineshafts and 
exploratory mining sites throughout the area.  Although mining 
activity is at a low level at the present time, it is likely that extensive 
mining operations will take place in the future.  Any highway 
location will have to avoid existing mining facilities and current 
properties owned by the mines, regardless if those lands have been 
disturbed to date. 

 

 Terrain:  The terrain to the north of existing US 60 is extremely 
mountainous with numerous peaks and short ridges separated by 
deep drainage channels that are actually canyons. Natural slopes 
throughout the area approach 1-foot vertical to 1-foot horizontal 
(1:1) in the transitions from peaks to canyons.  The orientation of the 
peaks, ridges and canyons is irregular in that there is no defined 
overall slope through the area. 

 
Because of the severity of the terrain, it is assumed that any highway 
alignment would incorporate a divided roadway section with each 
direction on independent alignments. 

 
Beginning near Pinto Valley Road, and proceeding northerly and 
easterly around Miami and Globe, major terrain features include the 
following: 

  
o Needle Mountain 
o Pinto Canyon 
o Camelback Mountain 
o Day Peak 
o Skunk Canyon 
o Flat Top Mountain 
o Granite Basin 
o Ruin Basin 
o Sleeping Beauty 

(Mountain) 

o Gerald Hills 
o Gerald Gulch 
o Pinal Creek 
o SR 188 
o Kings Canyon 
o Bull Hill 
o Globe Hills 
o Henrietta Canyon 
o Ramboz Peak 
o Ramboz Wash 

 
 
 Design:  Alternatives must meet the requirements of Section 5, 

Major Design Features of this Feasibility Study. 
 
Identification and Evaluation of Potential Route Alternatives: 
 
Through this segment, there is one base corridor alignment, with some 
optional alignments through some of the canyons. The base corridor is 
defined as Alternative F-1. 
 
Alternative F-1:  To the west of Miami there is a narrow corridor 
between private mining properties in the vicinity of Pinto Valley Road 
and Castle Dome Road that was investigated for a route to the north of 
existing US 60. The Segment F route generally follows Castle Dome 
Road for approximately 2.5 miles, and then turns northeasterly, 
following Little Pinto Canyon for about 1 mile.  It then continues 
northerly around the east side of Camelback Mountain for about 2.5 
miles to the southerly end of Granite Basin.  Acceptable horizontal 

alignment can be achieved through this section of the route.  Vertical 
grades are about 6-7 percent for the first 2.5 miles.  A bridge 
approximately 75 feet above Little Pinto Canyon would be necessary to 
cross the canyon.  Another bridge would likely be required across 
Webster Gulch near Bohme Ranch.  Acceptable grades could be 
achieved around the east side of Camelback Mountain, however 
traversing the mountain slope would require extensive earthwork since 
the roadway would have to be benched into 3:1 to 4:1 slopes. 
 
From the south end of Granite Basin, the route continued northerly 
along the east side of Granite Basin, around the west side of Flat Top 
Mountain, for about 2-miles, and then turns easterly and follows FR 225 
along Gerald Wash across Ruin Basin.  However, FR 225 and Gerald 
Wash cut through the Gerald Hills through a narrow canyon that does 
not appear to be wide enough to accommodate a highway.  The 
mountain slopes rise from the bottom of the wash on about a 1:1 slope, 
and the horizontal alignment through the wash is unacceptable for a 
highway, creating what appears to be a fatal flaw of this particular 
alignment, however, it was the only means of crossing though the 
Gerald Hills and reach SR 188.   
 
Other routes southerly through Ruin Basin were examined but none 
were found to be feasible to get from FR 225 easterly across the Gerald 
Hills.  Ruin Basin is essentially a boxed basin on the south end with 
extremely steep terrain extending from Flat Top Mountain easterly to 
the Gerald Hills. 
 
Assuming an alignment is found acceptable through the Gerald Hills, 
the feasibility of developing an alignment to US 60 becomes much 
easier as the topography is much less abrupt. Once over SR 188, the 
alignment continues easterly crossing south of Nugget Mesa through the 
Nugget Wash, then traversing up Henrietta Canyon and Ramboz Wash 
to the south side of Quartzite Peak. On the southern foothills of this 
range, the alignment heads east following an existing jeep trail before 
joining the existing US 60 roadway alignment just south of Quartzite 
Wash. 
 
While this northerly alignment does make travel to Roosevelt Lake 
much shorter, travel to Safford and all points east on US 70 and SR 77 
must now “back-track” on US 60. 
 


